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Next Chamber Luncheon 
 

Thursday, July 20 

12:00 noon 
London Community Center 

 

$10.00 per person 

Sponsored  

By 
Laurel Community 

Lions Club Charities 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

This newsletter is  

sponsored by: 
 

 Edward Jones Investments - 
           Mike Fiechter 
 Forcht Bank 
 Hotwire Productions.net 
 Jackson Energy Cooperative 
 LGC Storage and Logistics 
 McKnight Properties 
 Somerset Community College 
 

Thank you!  

  
 

 
 

 
 
 

The Laurel Community Lions Club is inviting the community to join them  
in celebrating the 100th anniversary of Lions Club International. 

 

For 100 years, Lions Clubs International has served communities around the 
world, improving the lives of millions of people through a variety of humanitarian 
projects. In celebration of the organization’s Centennial anniversary, LCLC is 
inviting civic-minded men and women to join the club. “We encourage anyone 
who is interested in making a difference to join us,” said Todd Strouse (LCLC 
President). “There’s nothing like the feeling of giving back and helping neighbors 
in need”. 
 

To learn more about the Laurel Community Lions Club, please contact Todd 
Strouse at tstro3312@gmail.com.   LCLC meets on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of 
each month at 6:00pm at the St. Joseph Hospital Cafeteria.  Join in the celebra-
tion at the July Chamber luncheon, as they will be this month’s sponsor. 
 

Lions Clubs International is the largest service club organization in the world. Its 1.4 
million members in more than 46,000 clubs are serv-
ing communities in more than 200 countries and geo-
graphical areas around the globe. Since 1917, Lions 
clubs have aided the blind and visually impaired, 
championed youth initiatives and strengthened local 
communities through hands-on service and humani-
tarian projects.  For more information about Lions 
Clubs International, visit lionsclubs.org. 
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Are You Ready to be an Entrepreneur? 
 

 July is Independent Retailer Month.   As you know, local stores bring vitality, creativity and eco-
nomic growth to their communities, so it’s worth celebrating those “mom and pop” shops. But they 
aren’t the only entrepreneurs in the country – about 10 percent of workers in the U.S. are self-
employed, according to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. If you’re thinking of joining these ranks, 
you may want to prepare yourself financially.  

For one thing, you may need to pay more in taxes, depending on your income. Self-employed indi-
viduals typically have to pay twice the amount in Social Security and Medicare taxes because they 
have to cover the portion that employers normally pay.  

Also, unless you’re fortunate enough to have a spouse who can put you on their employer-based 
health insurance, you’ll need to find your own, at least until you’re eligible for Medicare.  

Furthermore, you will need to take charge of your own retirement savings. Fortunately, several re-
tirement plans are available to the self-employed. These plans typically offer tax-deferred growth po-
tential and tax-deductible contributions.  

 Here are a few options to consider:  
• Owner-only 401(k) — This plan, which is also known as an individual 401(k), is available to self-

employed individuals and business owners with no full-time employees other than themselves or a 
spouse. For 2017, you can put in up to 25 percent of your annual income as an “employer” contribu-
tion, and you can defer up to $18,000 (or $24,000 if you’re 50 or older). The sum of your employer 
contribution and your salary deferrals cannot exceed $54,000, or $60,000 if you’re 50 or older.  
     • SEP IRA — If you have just a few employees or are self-employed with no employees, you may 
want to consider a SEP IRA. You’ll fund the plan with tax-deductible contributions, and you must cover 
all eligible employees. As an employer, you can contribute the lesser of 25% of your compensation (if 
you’re also an employee of your own business) or $54,000.  
     • Solo defined benefit plan — Pension plans, also known as defined benefit plans, are still around 
— and you can set one up for yourself if you’re self-employed or own your own business. This plan 
has high contribution limits, which are determined by an actuarial calculation, and, as is the case with 
other retirement plans, your contributions are typically tax-deductible.  
     • SIMPLE IRA — A SIMPLE IRA, as its name suggests, is easy to set up and maintain, and it can 
be a good plan if your business has fewer than 10 employees.  
      Although planning for your retirement is important, you also need to prepare for unanticipated short
-term expenses, such as a major car repair or a new furnace. While everyone should be ready to meet 
these needs, it’s especially important if you’re self-employed and have a variable income. So, work to 
build an emergency fund containing three to six months’ worth of living expenses, with the money kept 
in a liquid, low-risk account.  
     You may find self-employment to be quite rewarding — but you’ll likely enjoy it even more if you 
make the right financial moves.  
 
Article submitted by Jonathon Hibbard, Edward Jones Investments 
 

 Edward Jones, its employees and financial advisors cannot provide tax or legal advice. You should 
consult your attorney or qualified tax advisor regarding your situation. 
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The Chamber is pleased to welcome our newest members: 

 Capitol Performance Bicycles, LLC 

 Daniel Carmack 

 Kentucky Association of  Professional Educators 

 Northwestern Mutual 
 Robinson Stave, LLC 

 Adrenaline Cycles Co. LLC 

 Angela Fischer Photography 

 Appalachian Wireless 

 ATS Construction 

 Banners, Signs & Etc. 

 Baptist Health Corbin 

 Berry, A Vivial Company 

 Come-Unity Cooperative Care 

 Commonwealth Cancer Center 

 Forcht Bank 

 Greene, McCowan & Co., PLLC 

 Hacker Brothers, Inc. 

 Hotwire Productions.net, LLC 

 Housing Authority of London 

 Kendra’s Rainbow Ice LLC 

 Laurel County P.V.A. 

 Napier & Associates, P.S.C. 

 RE/MAX Property Professionals 

 Sallie Davidson Realtors 

 Senture, LLC 

 Southeastern Kentucky Pool & Patio 

 Storm Security, LTD 

 Tooms, Dunaway & Webster, PLLC 

 U.S. Forest Service-London Ranger Dist. 
Walgreens 
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June Ribbon Cuttings 

London Tire Center 
Located at 512 South Main Street 

 

Center Target Firearms  

& Indoor Range 
Located at 607 Don’s Drive 
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Oak Hill Gardens 
Tuesday, August 22nd 

4:30—6:30 pm 
Located at 107 Oak Hill Drive 

 

Mark your calendar and make plans to join us! 
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CFI Student Published in Literary Journal 

L-R:  Ms. Deana Nantz, CFI instructor, and Ms. Kaitlyn Hubbard, CFI student and 

published poet, celebrating the importance of creative writing, literature, and lan-

guage arts 

Kaitlyn Hubbard, a student at the Laurel County Center for Innovation (CFI), re-
ceived notification that her creative poetic expression “Clipped” earned publica-
tion in Southeast Kentucky Community & Technical College’s literary journal, 
Bloodroot.   Southeast’s Appalachian Program includes literature, storytelling, 
art, crafts, dramatic plays, and many more arts and humanities activities that 
acknowledge the regions important cultural heritage and sponsors Bloodroot 
publications. 
   
Ms. Deana Nantz, instructor at the CFI, utilized her senior English class to help 
students explore their creative writing capacities and imaginative thinking with 
poetry.  “We provide our students with every opportunity to express their creativi-
ty and this submission being published is recognition of high literary achieve-
ment,” said Nantz.  Kaitlyn indicated that she was inspired to write “Clipped” as a 
reflection upon modern society and the need for teens and young adults to have 
a stronger, more confident self-image. Kaitlyn expressed her thanks and appreci-
ation to Ms. Nantz for helping her to gain the ability and confidence to submit her 
written work for publication. 
 
Dr. James M. Davis, CFI Principal, remarked that he was so very proud of Kait-
lyn.  “Kaitlyn’s ability to write creatively and having the courage to submit her 
work for quality review and critique is impressive”, said Davis.  Further still, “we 
want all of our students to appreciate their natural talents and to aspire to 

achieve great things”, added Davis.   
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Do you have a tip or an informational  
article that you would like to pass on to 

your fellow Chamber members?   
If  so, contact the Chamber office  

and we will include your article 
in our next  newsletter! 
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June Luncheon Photos 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Chamber would like to thank the following businesses 
that donated prizes at our June luncheon. . . 

 

 

 Cheddar’s 
 City of London Tourism 
 Family Wealth Group 
 Hotwire Productions.net 
 Jackson Energy Cooperative 
 L&N Federal Credit Union 
 Martin’s Insurance Group 
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Kroger 
Jaimee Parman, Beth Branum & Greg Boyle 

Special Thanks to our June 

  Luncheon Sponsor 

Pictured Left:  Speaking on 
behalf of McDonald’s was  
Karen Leonard, Director of 
Training. 

Pictured Left:   
Chris Minton, Wildcat Harley-
Davidson, Wayne Reed, Jackson 
Propane Plus and Deanna 
Herrmann with the Chamber present 
a check to representatives from 
God’s Pantry Food Bank for $2500.  
This money was raised at the  
Smokin’ Out Hunger charity event 
held in June.  

Northwestern Mutual 
Dan Rivers & Phil Smith 

 Nesco Resource 
 Regency Cinema 8 
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Ed Shemelya to Speak  

at July Chamber Luncheon 
 

Ed Shemelya is a 30 year veteran of the Kentucky State Police 

and is currently the National Coordinator of the National Mariju-

ana Initiative, an Initiative that is responsible for assisting and 

improving the capabilities of the 32 High Intensity Drug Traffick-

ing areas nationwide in carrying out the National Drug Control 

Strategy objectives of disrupting domestic trafficking and pro-

duction of, and reducing demand for, marijuana and derivative products. 

Prior to his current assignment, he served as the Eastern Region Marijuana Coordi-
nator for the Appalachia HIDTA, and was responsible for the oversight of marijuana 
cultivation activities within the four state Appalachia HIDTA region.   Shemelya be-
gan his law enforcement career in 1979, where he worked patrol, general investiga-
tions and narcotics within the Pikeville Post of the KSP.  Promoted to Sergeant in 
1985 and Lieutenant in 1988 he served the agency in many capacities from Internal 
Affairs, R&D, and as commander of the State Police first full – time Special Re-
sponse Team. In 2003 he was appointed Commander of the Kentucky Governor’s 
Marijuana Strike Force and the Kentucky Eradication Initiative, within the AHIDTA.  
This multi-agency task force comprised of Federal, State and Local agencies is 
tasked with fighting Kentucky’s outdoor and indoor marijuana problem.  During his 
six years as commander the Kentucky Eradication Task Force 
was recognized as the most outstanding eradication Task 
Force in the nation for four consecutive years by the Office of 
National Drug Control Policy. 
 
Shemelya resides in London Kentucky and is a graduate of 

Eastern Kentucky University and Northwestern University. He 

is married with two daughters and three grandchildren. 

 



London-Laurel County Chamber of Commerce 

CHAMBER  SPOTLIGHT 

The Ambassador Patrol Strikes Again! 
 

The Chamber Ambassadors continued their “patrol” last month and  
surprised five of our members with balloons and cookies in hand.  Each  

business was also presented  a “free lunch” certificate to our general mem-
bership luncheon.  The purpose of the Ambassador Patrol is to let our  

members know that we appreciate their commitment and support of our 
Chamber and to encourage further participation in Chamber events. 

Be on the lookout. . . next month they might be visiting you! 

 

Alexander and Associates, LLC 
Located at 1075 East 4th Street, Ste. 2 
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Century 21 Advantage Realty 
Located at 911 North Main Street 

Wildcat Harley-Davidson 
Located at 575 E. Hal Rogers Parkway  Cumberland Valley  

Insurance Management 
Located at 412 North Broad Street 

CC’s Furniture 
Located at 1758 Hwy 192 West 
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Sharon Benge |  Benge Farm Supply 

 
Garry Conley |  Minuteman Press 
 
Larry Corum |  London Corbin Airport 
 
Terry Deis |  Saint Joseph London 
 
Donna Gregorich |  Century 21 Advantage Realty 
 
Winston Griffin |  Laurel Grocery Company 
 
Haskew Hayes |  Cumberland Valley National Bank 
 
Dana Johnson |  L & N Federal Credit Union 
 
Chris Minton |  Wildcat Harley-Davidson 
 
Bud Stuber |  The Computer Place 
 
Kenny Woodruff |  Mr. Electric & Nite Time Decor 

 
 

 

 

   Chamber Calendar 
 

July 20 — Chamber July Luncheon 

                  12 noon at the London Community Ctr. 

July 20 — March for Babies Community Kickoff 

                    6—7 pm at The Corbin Center 

July  20— Emergency Action Training—Businesses 

                    9 am at the London Community Ctr. 

                      July 24 —AJGA City of London Junior Championship  

                                          1:30 pm at Crooked Creek Golf Club  

                      July 27 — Work Ready Scholarship Breakfast 
                                          8—9 am at Somerset Community College  

                      Aug  4 —  SOAR Summit 17 

                                          8 am-5 pm East Kentucky Expo Center 
                                                                                                                                                         

    For more information on any of these events, contact the  
Chamber office at 864-4789 or info@londonlaurelchamber.com 

 

Your Chamber 

Board of Directors 

Executive Committee 
 
President 

 

Michael Sliter |  Hotwire Productions.net 

 

Vice-President 
 

Scott Webster |  Tooms, Dunaway & Webster 

 

Secretary 
 

Lisa Baker |  Jackson Energy Cooperative 

 

Treasurer 
 

Donnie Cox |  Christian Sturgeon & Associates, PSC 
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Laurel County Homecoming 
August 17—20  

Levi Jackson State Park 


